
Department of
Tax Administration

12000 Government Center Pkwy.
Suite 223

Fairfax, VA 22035

703-222-8234
TTY 703-222-7594

Español 703-324-3855

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open until 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays

Tax

A tax is levied on land, structures and mobile
homes used as residences, based on 100
percent of the estimated fair market value as of
Jan. 1. The Board of Supervisors has lowered
the 2005 base real estate tax rate to $1 per
$100 of assessed value.

Decal Fees: $25/Car; $18/Motorcycle
• To purchase a decal, you must register with

the county and pay all personal property
taxes and parking fines.

• If you have paid all prior year taxes and
parking tickets and your car is registered
with Fairfax County before July 1, you will
receive your decal with your tax bill. You
must still pay your taxes by Oct. 5 to avoid
late penalties and collection actions.

• If you do not receive your decal with your
bill, you must still pay all your taxes and
parking tickets before Oct. 5. You will
receive your decal by mail before the Nov.
15 display date.

• Residents of Clifton, Herndon and Vienna
purchase town, not county, decals but must
still file and pay personal property taxes to
the county.

• All vehicles owned by military personnel
and garaged in Fairfax County must display
county decals regardless of domicile.

• The county does not prorate or refund decal
fees.

Consumer Utilities Taxes:
• Residential gas and electric: Maximum tax is

$4 per month.
• Commercial electric: Maximum tax is $1,000

per month.
• Commercial gas: Maximum tax is $300 per

month.
• Residential telephone: 22.2 percent of the

first $50 per month on local service only.
• Commercial telephone: 22.2 percent of the

first $1,600 per month on local service only.
• Cellular phone: Imposed at a rate of 10 percent

with a maximum of $3 per month per bill.
Sales: Va. - 4 percent; Fairfax County - 1 percent
Cigarette: 30 cents per pack
Gasoline: Va. - 2 percent (Metrorail & Metrobus)
Hotel/Motel: 4 percent (towns: 2 percent) Note:
this 2 percent comes to the county. This is in
addition to the taxes already levied by the towns
(6 percent in Herndon and 4 percent in Vienna)
Recordation: 8.33 cents per $100 value on deeds
Dog Licenses: $5/infertile; $10/fertile. Required

for all dogs four months of age or older.

• Citizens 65 or older or who are totally
disabled may qualify for relief from some
taxes and fees based on income and assets,
excluding the home and up to one acre of
land. Contact DTA for details.

• Some active military personnel are exempt
from personal property tax and decal fees.

•  Some properties at least 25 years old may
qualify for tax abatement (partial property
tax exemption) for renovation/
rehabilitation.

Published by the Office of Public Affairs
For recorded information about county services and programs,
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• By credit card or e-check at:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta.

• By credit card at 703-222-6740, TTY 711.
•  County real estate and personal property

taxes can be paid at certain bank branches.

Personal
Property

Vehicle
Decals

Real
Estate

B.P.O.L.

Tax Relief

Dog Licenses

Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination in all county
programs, services and activities. Special accommodations/alternative

information formats will be provided upon request.
Call 703-324-3187, TTY 711.

 

Printed on recycled paper
Penalties include a late filing fee

and a fee, plus interest, for late payment
of some taxes. Overdue taxes

are subject to collection action.

A small fee is charged for credit card payments.

If a payment date falls on a Saturday, Sunday or
holiday, the due date is the following business day.

Report by May 1
Pay by Oct. 5.*

Pay by Oct. 5.  Must be
displayed by Nov. 15.

First installment:
Pay by July 28.
Second installment:
Pay by Dec. 5.

File and pay by March 1
(or within 75 days for
new businesses).

File by Dec. 31.

Renew by Jan. 31.

*For vehicles bought in, or moved to, the county on or
after July 1, payment is due Feb. 15 the following year.

Tax Relief
Real Estate Ways to Pay

DeadlinesOther Taxes & Fees
As of July 2005

Vehicle Decals



PUBLIC
WORKS

$56,988,576

OTHER TRANSFER
DETAILS

$172,106,632
PUBLIC SAFETY

$387,310,701

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

$43,764,289

LEGISLATIVE-
EXECUTIVE
FUNCTIONS
$25,181,523

PARKS/REC/LIBRARIES
$68,328,537

NONDEPART-
MENTAL

$178,165,308

SCHOOLS
$1,561,619,263

COUNTY
DEBT

$98,715,157

HEALTH AND
WELFARE

$332,201, 701

JUDICIAL
ADMINISTRATION

$28,576,666 CENTRAL
SERVICES
$68,172,053

• A tax on automobiles, trucks, motor homes,
motorcycles, trailers, campers, boats,
outboard motors, planes and business
personal property.

• For vehicles, tax is based on the trade-in
value in the National Automobile Dealers
Association’s “Used Car Guide” published
in January of the current tax year.
Adjustments are considered upon appeal.
Download the appeal form from the
county’s Web site or call DTA at 703-222-
8234, TTY 703-222-7594.

• Taxes apply if vehicle is normally garaged/
parked in the county, even if registered in
another state.

• Tax on a motor vehicle is prorated on a
monthly basis for the portion of the year it
is located in the county. Prorate your bill
online or call DTA.

• New residents or those registering a vehicle
for the first time must file a personal
property declaration form and purchase a
decal within 60 days after purchase or entry
into the county. Vehicles can be registered
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta. All
other business personal property must be
reported on county tax forms by May 1.
Failure to receive forms does not exempt
you from the obligation to file or pay taxes
on time.

• For property other than vehicles, such as
business property, tax is based on a
percentage of the original cost. “Original
cost” is the full capitalized cost, to include
shipping, freight, installation and sales tax.
Visit the DTA Web pages for more details.

What is the personal property tax rate?
The personal property tax rate is $4.57 per
$100 of assessed value. Mobile homes are
taxed at the base real estate tax rate of $1 per
$100 of assessed value.

Are there exceptions to the tax rate?
Yes, the following are currently taxed at a rate
of 1 cent per $100: antique automobiles;
certified van-pool vehicles; vehicles equipped
for the transportation of persons with
disabilities; some vehicles owned or leased by
members of volunteer fire and rescue squads
and auxiliary police; vehicles owned by certain
elderly and disabled individuals; aircraft and
flight simulators; boats; and homeowner
associations’ furniture, office and maintenance
equipment.

What about the Personal Property Tax
Relief Act?
The state “car tax” credit applies only to
vehicles individually owned or leased under a
contract requiring the lessee to pay the tax.
Vehicles must be used for non-business
purposes. To qualify as “non-business” a
vehicle must be used for personal use more
than 50 percent of the time. For more details,
visit the DTA page on the county’s Web site at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta.

Important: If you change your address or sell/
move a vehicle from Fairfax County, you must
contact DTA immediately so your tax accounts
can be updated. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dta to update your vehicle records online.

Where the money comes from…
Total Receipts $2,986,256,563**
(subcategories in millions)

Where the money goes…
Total Disbursements $3,021,130,406
(subcategories in millions)

Business, Professional
& Occupational License

• Businesses whose gross receipts are between
$10,001 and $50,000 must file a B.P.O.L.
application and pay a license fee of $30; those
whose receipts are between $50,001 and
$100,000 pay a license fee of $50. Businesses
with gross receipts in excess of $100,000 pay
the B.P.O.L. tax rate for their particular
categories.

• Individuals engaging in home occupations
and self employment must also file, unless
their prior year’s gross receipts are less than
$10,000.

• License applications must be filed and paid
by March 1 of each year or within 75 days of
the business start date.

• Businesses located in the City of Fairfax, City
of Falls Church and the towns of Clifton,
Herndon and Vienna are not subject to the
Fairfax County B.P.O.L. tax. Contact those
localities directly.

PERMITS, FEES &
REGULATORY LICENSES

$32,543,251

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES*
$481,988,939

REVENUE
FROM THE USE
OF MONEY AND

PROPERTY
$41,615,533

RECOVERED
COSTS/
OTHER

REVENUE
$6,591,348

REAL ESTATE TAXES
$1,776,082,251

REVENUE FROM THE
COMMONWEALTH*

$81,408,319CHARGES FOR
SERVICES
$49,458,631

REVENUE FROM
THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

$43,189,067

LOCAL TAXES
$461,103,072

FINES AND FORFEITURES
$12,276,152

* For presentation purposes, Personal Property Taxes of
$202,154,629 that are reimbursed by the Commonwealth as a
result of the Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 are in-
cluded in the Personal Property Taxes category.

**  Total county resources include the receipts shown here as well
as a beginning balance and transfers in from other funds.

Fairfax County
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General Fund

  

Personal Property

To report vehicles that may be
evading county tax laws, visit

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta
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